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SUBJECT: ARGENTINE RESPONSE TO US PROTEST IN WEEKS' CASE 

REE: BUENOS AIRES 5218 

1. REFTEL TRANSMITTED THE TEXT OF THE EMBASSY'S NOTE 228 

OF AUGUST 9, 1976 PROTESTING LACK OF NOTIFICATION AND DENIAL 
OF CONSULAR ACCESS IN THE CASE OF THE ARREST OE EATHER JAMES MARTIN 
WEEKS. ON SEPT 13, 1976 THE EOREIGN OFFICE REQUESTED THAT 
THE AMBASSADOR CALL TO RECEIVE A COPY OF THE MINISTRY'S 
RESPONSE. AS THE TIME SPECIFIED WAS INCONVENIENT, THE DCM CALLED 
TO RECEIVE THE NOTE FROM THE MINISTRY'S COORDINATOR OF FOREIGN 
POLICY (A NEW POSITION IN THE UNDER SECRETARY'S OFFICE). 

2. THE DCM RECEIVED AND READ THE NOTE AND COMMENTED THAT, 

GIVEN THE SPECIFICALLY LEGAL NATURE OF ITS CONTENT, HE WAS NOT 
COMPETENT TO COMMENT ON IT. HE OBSERVED THAT, ON THE BASIS 
OF HIS INSTRUCTIONS, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THERE IS A DIFEERENCE 
BETWEEN THE US AND ARGENTINE INTERPRETATION OF ARTICLE 36 OE 
THE VIENNA CONVENTION. HE FURTHER OBSERVED THAT NOTIEICATION TO 
CONSUL OE ARRESTS OF HIS NATIONALS IS A GENERALLY ACCEPTED 
PRACTICE CONTAINED IN MOST OE THE UNITED STATES CONSULAR 
BILATERALS. 
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3. THE MINISTRY OFFICIALS BY THEIR COMMENTS CLEARLY WISHED TO 
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CONSIDER THE MATTER CLOSED, AS A ERUITLESS PROLEMIC ABOUT LEGAL 

NICETIES. THE DCM RESPONDED THAT HE BELIEVED THAT DIEEERENCES 
OE INTERPRETATION SHOULD BE CLEARLY IDENTIEIED, BUT 
THAT THE US INTERPRETATION OE THE POINTS RAISED IN THE MINISTRY'S 
NOTE WOULD HAVE TO COME FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

4. SINCE THE FOREIGN OFFICE STATED THAT THE IDENTICAL TEXT WAS 
BEING DELIVERED TO DEPT TODAY, TEXT OF MINISTRY'S UNNUMBERED NOTE 
OF SEPT 14 IS BEING TRANSMITTED BY AIR POUCH TO ARA/ECA. 

5. THE EMBASSY AWAITS THE DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS ON THE 
ARGENTINE NOTE WITH INTEREST. 

HILL 
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